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I n a fi�rst, Theni dis-
trict administration
has launched solar
energy system in

tribal habitation with the
support from NABARD
and Municipal Administra-
tion Department.

Launching the ambi-
tious project for the small
population of tribes in No-
chiodai tribal settlement,
the core area spread over
32 kilometres comprising
18 families with 76 people,
the offi�cials led by District
Collector R Vaithinathan
and others were in an up-
beat mood.

The benefi�ciaries from
Nochiodai, who were pre-
sent at the launch function
at the District Collecto-
rate, were emotionally
charged as many of their
children were going to ex-
perience light at their
dwellings, street lights and
are going to watch televi-
sion, which was not the
case in the past.

The NABARD Chief
General Manager (T.N. and
Puducherry) Manoj, Srivil-
liputtur Megamalai Tiger
Reserve (Megamalai Divi-

sion) Deputy Director Vi-
vek Kumar P Yadav, NA-
BARD District
Development Manager Ro-
binson Raja, DRO Rajku-
mar and among others
were present. In his ad-
dress, the Collector Mr.
Vaithinathan said that the
district had proposed to
popularise installation of
solar energy in a big way
as it would enable to pro-
tect the eco-system. 

The idea was to en-
hance the livelihood of pe-
ople in isolated locations
and also to give them the
basic amenities.

Thanking the NABARD
and the Municipal Admi-
nistration Department for

their overwhelming sup-
port in executing the pro-
ject, he said that through
Farmers Producers Organ-
isation, ₹�27.30 lakh would
be spent in establishing
the solar system for the tri-
bal village.

He was hopeful that the
people in the hamlet
would have safety and se-
curity during nights and
wished their standards of
living too improved.

The benefi�ciaries, who
were selling honey, coff�ee,
pepper, cardamom and
other produce grown from
the habitation said that
they were immensely ho-
noured and upbeat to
have the facility. There

would be 36 solar street
lights, LED fi�ttings at
dwellings and among oth-
ers. In another meeting,
the Collector said that
they were keen to pro-
mote roof top solar and
net metering in extension
areas and at multi-storey
apartments in the district. 

A press release said that
high rise buildings can set
up solar energy up to
three kilo watt and get a
maximum of ₹�78,000 as
subsidy from Union go-
vernment and another
₹�22,000 from T.N. govern-
ment. 

Loans available
The banks are also willing
to provide loans towards
the project.

The Tangedco offi�cials
led by its Superintending
Engineer Natrajan, DRO
Rajkumar, Project Direc-
tor Thushar Srihar Shinde,
who were present at a re-
view meeting, presided
over by the Collector, said
that by installing solar
power, the electricity bill
to the Tangedco would
drop substantially. Hence,
the house owners should
be encouraged to set up
the solar system.

Theni set to turn pioneer
in solar energy in State

Collector R. Vaithinathan gives work order for a solar plant for
Nochiodai tribal hamlet in Theni district. 

Benefi�ciaries from Nochiodai are emotionally charged as many of their children are going to
experience light at their dwellings, street lights and are going to watch television
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More than 300 people be-
sieged the Sivaganga Dis-
trict Collectorate demand-
ing Kattunayakan
community certifi�cates
here on Wednesday.

Over 300 Kattu Nayakan
families reside in the Senjai
Pappaa Urani area of Karai-
kudi, Sivaganga district.
Traditionally engaged in
occupations such as for-
tune-telling, these families
have spent years fi�ghting to
secure their Kattu Nayakan
community certifi�cates.

Several years ago, fol-
lowing the submission of
an anthropological report,
the local Revenue Division-
al Offi�cer (RDO) reportedly

denied their requests for
Kattu Nayakan community
certifi�cates. 

Driven by the plight of
their school graduates who
remain blocked from pur-
suing higher education,
the aff�ected families staged
a siege at the Sivaganga
District Collectorate.

Collector P. Akash sub-
sequently held talks with
them. 

He assured them that
action would be taken after
conducting a re-fi�eld in-
spection through the Sub-
Collector. Following this,
they gave up the protest
and dispersed.

Kattunayakan caste
members demand
community certifi�cates
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Members of Kattunayakan community stage a protest at Sivaganga
Collectorate on Wednesday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Directorate of Vigilance and
Anti-Corruption (DVAC) of-
fi�cials uncovered a scam in-
volving fake receipts during
an inspection at the two-
wheeler parking lot at Ra-
manathapuram new bus
stand.

DVAC Deputy Superin-
tendent of Police (DSP) Ra-
machandran and his team
conducted a surprise raid
at Ramanathapuram muni-
cipal offi�ce. 

Following that, they con-

ducted an inspection at the
two-wheeler parking lot at
the new bus stand, which is
operated by the
municipality.

During the inspection,
the DVAC offi�cials found
that money was being frau-
dulently collected from
vehicle users by issuing
fake receipts.

Original receipts and
fake receipts bearing same
numbers were seized.

Engineer, driver held 
Similarly, the DVAC offi�cials
arrested a Municipal Engi-

neer and his driver who al-
legedly took ₹�2 lakh bribe
in Manamadurai in Sivagan-
ga district.

Contract works worth ₹�4
crore were carried out in
Manamadurai. To release
the funds for the bills, Mun-
icipal Engineer Patturajan
demanded ₹�4 lakh bribe
from contractor Vincent
Raja. Patturajan demanded
₹�2 lakh as the fi�rst
instalment.

Vincent Raja lodged a
complaint with the DVAC
offi�ce in Sivaganga. As per
the offi�cials’ advice, he gave

₹�2 lakh, coated with chemi-
cal powder, to Patturajan at
the municipal offi�ce. The
DVAC offi�cials, led by DSP
Dharmaram, who were hid-
ing there, caught Patturajan
red-handed and arrested
him. 

His driver Sethupathi,
who helped him in receiv-
ing the bribe, was also
arrested.

₹�10,500 seized
Sleuths of the Directorate of
Vigilance and Anti-Corrup-
tion (DVAC) seized ₹�10,500
from a worker of a fi�re-

works unit sitting in the of-
fi�ce of the Special Tahsildar,
Matches and Fireworks, in
Sivakasi on Tuesday. 

The DVAC offi�cials con-
ducted a surprise check fol-
lowing complaints of col-
lection of bribe at the
Special Tahsildar’s offi�ce
for renewal of licence of fi�-
reworks units.

They found in the Tahsil-
dar’s offi�ce the application
with recommendation of
the Tahsildar addressed to
the District Revenue Offi�cer
for renewal of licence of at
particular fi�reworks unit. 

DVAC uncovers fake receipt scam at parking lot
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Virudhunagar District Pol-
ice would auction 35 con-
demned police vehicles on
October 3.

The vehicles would be
kept for inspection by the

bidders from 9 a.m. on Oc-
tober 3 till the auction gets
over at the Armed Reserve
Ground, a statement said.

Interested persons
should register themselves
on production of copy of
their Aadhaar card and
payment of ₹�2,000 from

September 24. Only those
who have GST number can
participate in the auction.

Successful bidders
should pay the bidding
amount along with GST
and take the vehicles im-
mediately, the statement
said.

Virudhunagar District Police to
auction 35 condemned vehicles 
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The Tamil Nadu State Tran-
sport Corporation’s
(TNSTC) Nagercoil Region
has established a lodge in
Kanniyakumari for stay
with aff�ordable tariff�.

An offi�cial release said
Kanniyakumari district,
blessed with good number
of incredible tourist spots,
including Vivekananda
Rock Memorial, 133-feet-
tall Thiruvalluvar Statue,
the glass bridge connecting
the Vivekananda Rock Me-
morial and Thiruvalluvar
Statue, Bhagavathi Amman
Temple, Gandhi and Kam-
araj memorials, sunset
point etc., all in Kanniyaku-
mari, Vattakottai, Mathur
Bridge, Thirparappu Falls,
Padmanabhapuram Pa-
lace, Soththavilai Beach
etc. in various parts of the
district, attracts a few
thousand tourists everyday
and this number crosses
even a lakh on holidays.

Hence, the TNSTC has
built a lodge on Kovalam
Beach Road from where
the tourists can see sun-
rise, sunset and the beach.

The lodge has air-condi-
tioned double bedroom,
ordinary double bedroom,
single bedroom and a dor-
mitory with 11 beds.

Interested tourists may
contact 94875 99083 /
94875 99373 / 94875 99087
to reserve rooms, the re-
lease added.

TNSTC opens
a lodge 
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